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ROBERT “BOBBY” PEPPER — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.02 am]: 
We are shocked and incredibly saddened by the passing of the magnificent Bobby Pepper. Bobby, who was always 
resplendent in his Tamworth shirts, was a charismatic leader in the midwest community and a shearing legend. 
Bobby valued hard work and for 10 years worked at Main Roads Western Australia before a 23-year career with the 
Western Australia Police Force. Minister Michelle Roberts, in the other place, has spoken of his great career in the 
WA Police Force. I want to talk about our work with him over the past four years. 
Bobby was a respected member of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development’s state barrier 
fence Aboriginal contractor panel, which was formed three years ago to maintain and upgrade the 1 200 kilometres 
of the WA state barrier fence. Bobby was contracted to fix the section of fence between the North West Coastal 
Highway and the Zuytdorp Cliffs north of Kalbarri, and did a great job. Bobby then approached us with his idea of 
an Aboriginal shearing academy to get the kids of Geraldton trained in shearing and wool handling, many of whom had 
come from families with a shearing heritage. We leapt on board. Bobby founded a not-for-profit, Mhunga Whalla Inc, 
to ensure that the Aboriginal shearing academy and other work-ready programs could be developed for at-risk kids 
in the midwest. Bobby was able to forge close partnerships with local farmers, DPIRD, Australian Wool Innovation, 
and to attract shearing royalty to provide instruction. 
Earlier this year, Bobby, a Nhanda man, said he was “the proudest blackfella in Australia” at the launch of the 
Aboriginal shearing academy, which was designed to develop Aboriginal participation. With Bobby at the forefront, 
the first ever shearing camp was successfully held on Ingavale Farm, with 13 young participants taught industry 
skills in shearing and wool handling. We have since hosted three more camps based on this model, which have given 
35 Aboriginal jobseekers the skills to enter the shearing industry at a time of urgent need. On Tuesday this week, 
we called to pay our respects to his beloved wife and life soulmate, Rachel; his son, Jessie; and his many gorgeous 
sisters. It was clear that Bobby had been a standout all his life. He was a man of endless energy, with a unique 
style and with extraordinary love for his family and his community. I know his loss will leave a huge hole in the 
hearts of Rachel, his family, friends and community, but we are all better for having known him. 
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